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Dear friends,
Thank you for participating in the 9th annual Conference of the Global
Water Alliance [GWA] -- “WASH and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, 2015-2030”. The objectives of the conference are
 To learn about the new UN Sustainable Development Goals for water,
sanitation, and hygiene [WASH] and what major organizations are
doing to help developing countries attain them
 To provide examples of innovations and best practices in the WASH
field
 To engender a dialogue between people interested in helping
developing countries
We are honored to have experts from throughout the nation, the
Philadelphia Region, and visitors from abroad participating with us. Our hope is
that we can learn from each other, benchmark against the best ideas, and
offer your thoughts on how we can meet the ambitious Sustainable
Development Goals. Please note that we will be capturing the proceedings of
this Conference and making them available on our website.
The GWA community, including our many students and volunteers, want
to make your time at the Conference enjoyable. We hope that you are
inspired by the many varied viewpoints that you will hear, and make many
new friends. Please let us know if we can help you in any way. This
Conference is made possible by the generosity of the sponsors and the
dedication of many volunteers [listed herein].
Angelita Maria Fasnacht-Cuellar, PE, MPH
President, Global Water Alliance
Stanley L. Laskowski
Co-Founder and Past President; Global Water Alliance
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About Global Water Alliance
In 2006, inspired by the UN Millennium Development Goals, water professionals from the
Philadelphia, PA [USA] area and University of Pennsylvania students founded the Philadelphia
Global Water Initiative [PGWI] as an organization dedicated to helping those in developing
countries find access to water, sanitation, and hygiene [WASH] services. These professionals came
from government, business, academia, and NGOs. In 2013, PGWI changed its name to the Global
Water Initiative [GWA] and today its focus is helping the poor meet the challenges of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals [SDG] for WASH.
GWA is a network of organizations and people from the Philadelphia area and beyond who
have the common interest of addressing WASH issues in developing countries. Each of these
organizations have its own interests, goals, and approaches to these problems. Some are NGOs
who focus on on-the-ground projects in a particular part of the world. Others have business-related
objectives in the WASH field. And others focus on education, both for students and the general
public. These organizations share a common goal of helping the less fortunate in the world.
GWA serves many functions including helping organizations find the needed expertise for their
projects in developing countries, providing education on WASH issues through its annual
Conference, through its members teaching undergraduate and graduate courses [eg, at the
University of Pennsylvania, Drexel University, and Temple University], making presentations to schools
and civic groups, conducting WASH research, assisting and mentoring students, and promoting the
exchange of the latest innovative ideas related to WASH. One of the strengths of GWA is that it
provides a multi-sector and multi-disciplinary perspective. It provides expertise from the
government, business, academic, and NGO sectors and from numerous disciplines including
science, engineering, public health, project management, government policy, law, and business.
Members of GWA have conducted WASH projects in India, Kenya, The Philippines, Haiti, Mexico,
Cameroon, Afghanistan, and other countries.
The GWA Board consists of the following members Angelita Fasnacht-Cuellar [President,
GWA], Kosovo-Addis; Dr. Christiaan Morssink [Treasurer, GWA] University of Pennsylvania; Greg
Kelder [Secretary, GWA], Brandywine Group of Insurance and Reinsurance Companies, a Chubb
Company; Walt Walker, Engineers Without Borders; Dick Riegler, Aqua America, retired; Tony
Sauder, Pennoni Associates; Dr. Shannon Marquez, Drexel University; Mark Freed, The Freed Law
Firm; Ed Grusheski, Philadelphia Water Department, retired; Dr. Heather Murphy, Temple University,
Dr. Arun Deb, Weston Solutions, retired; Vince Uhl, Uhl Associates, and Stan Laskowski, University of
Pennsylvania.
GWA is a 501[c] 3 organization consisting almost entirely of volunteers and more information can be found
at the website which is now under construction www.globalwateralliance.net . If you are interested in
volunteering at GWA please contact one of the following Board members: Angelita Fasnacht-Cuellar
angelita@kosovo-addis.com , Christiaan Morrsink christiaanmo@yahoo.com , or Stan Laskowski
stanlaskowski7@gmail.com .
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Special Thanks to Our Sponsors
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Initiative for Global Environmental Leadership (IGELWharton)
Earth and Environmental Sciences (EES – Penn)
Aqua America, Inc
Christiaan Morssink
Arun Deb
YourTeam.Digital
Drexel University
Temple University
Fairmount Water Works
Pennoni Associates
Angelita Fasnacht-Cuellar
Stanley L. Laskowski
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Agenda
“WASH and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 2015-2030”

•

•
•

Conference Objectives
To learn about the new UN Sustainable Development Goals for water, sanitation, and
hygiene [WASH] and what major organizations are doing to help developing countries
attain them
To provide examples of innovations and best practices in the WASH field
To engender a dialogue between people interested in helping developing countries

Location: Temple University, Fox School of Business, Alter Hall [7th Floor], 1801 Liacouras Walk,
Philadelphia, PA, 19122
Conference Facilitator: Lisa Hilmi – Global Health Consultant; Fellow Center for Global Women's
Health, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing
8:00 – 8:30AM Continental Breakfast
8:30 – 9:30AM Welcoming Remarks

9:30 – 9:45AM
9:00-9:35AM

•

Dr. David Sarwer- VP Research, College of Public Health, Temple University,
and Global Water Alliance

•

Angelita Fasnacht-Cuellar – President, Global Water Alliance

• Christine Knapp – Director, Office of Sustainability, City of Philadelphia
Keynote Speaker
•

Thomas Slaymaker – Senior Statistics and Monitoring Specialist, UNICEF:
“Achieving the SDG targets for drinking water, sanitation and hygiene”

9:35-10:25AM Panel A: Evaluating WASH Efforts—Lessons Learned:
Moderator: Seung Lee – Senior Director, Save the Children School Health and
Nutrition Team
Panelists:
• Lonna Shafritz, FHI 360 – An integrated WASH+nutrition program in
Northern Mali
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Christina J. Bowles, Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel University,
World Vision – Rural Water Point Sustainability in Zimbabwe
Leah Popek, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University – Marks of Failed and Successful
Mechanized Borehole Systems in Zambia
•

•

10:25-10:45AM Coffee Break and Poster/ Display Tables
10:45-11:35AM Panel B: Promoting Behavior Change
Moderator: Elizabeth Jordan, Advisor, Environmental Health, USAID
Panelists:
• Hanna Woodburn, Global Public-Private Partnership for Handwashing –
New thinking about hygiene behavior change in the SDG era
•

Mom TatahMentan, Drexel University Global Public Health Initiative, World
Vision -- Community Based Environmental Health Promotion in Byiringiro
Area Development Program

•

Dr Heather Murphy, Temple University – POU water treatment in rural
Cambodia

11:35-12:35PM Panel C: Technical Solutions:
Moderator: Vince Uhl, President, Uhl Associates, GWA Board Member
Panelists:
• David Favazza, Tetra Tech – Sustainable Piped Drinking Water in
Liberia’s Secondary Cities
•

Sayed Waliullah Aqili, Water Resources manager, Kabul, Afghanistan –
Water Resources challenge in Kabul metropolitan Area”

•

Rupert Whiting BEng, President, ClearGold Water Restoration Company
Limited

•

Matthew Lisle and Adrian Lievano, Everwaters, LLC – Water, Plants,
Humanity and the Future

12:35- 2:00 PM Lunch and Networking
•

Introduction by Dr Arun Deb, GWA Board member; India WASH expert
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•

Keynote speaker: Mr. Ansuman Das, Executive Director, Sabuj Sangha,
NGO in West Bengal, India: "School WASH Programs - Development and
Implementation for Sustainability"

2:00-3:00 PM Panel D: Listening to Future Leaders
Moderator: Dr Christiaan Morssink, University of Pennsylvania
•

University students will present their best WASH ideas looking toward
the year 2030; Presentation of the GWA Student Competition prize

3:00-4:00 PM Panel E: Sustainable water, sanitation, and hygiene for all!—how are we going to do
that by 2030? We will ask the experts!
Interactive audience discussion with recognized international experts on the plans to
meet the SDGs
Moderator: Sasha Koo-Oshima, Director of US-China Clean Water Action Plan,
Senior International Water Advisor, EPA Lead on International Water Program, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
Panelists:
• Tom Slaymaker, UNICEF
•

Mr. Ansuman Das, Sabuj Sangha, NGO in West Bengal, India

•

Seung Lee, Senior Director, Save the Children School Health and
Nutrition Team

•

Vince Uhl Vince Uhl, President Uhl Associates

4:00- 4:15 PM Wrap-Up and Closing comments
•
4:20 PM

Angelita Fasnacht-Cuellar, President, Global Water Alliance

Board buses to the reception

4:45 -7:00 PM Reception at the historic Fairmount Waterworks
•

A water education center located on the Schuylkill River [return bus
transportation provided]
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Speakers & Panelists
Angelita Fasnacht
President, Philadelphia Global Water Initiative
Angelita Fasnacht is the current President of the Global Water Alliance. Mrs.Fasnacht is a
Civil Engineer with 18 years of experience in Environmental & Civil Engineering, specializing
in Water and Community Health. She is a current Board member of Aguayuda, a
Colombian non-profit organization specialized in water programs. Mrs. Fasnacht has
worked with domestic and international governments in environmental compliance. In
Colombia, she managed a Public Works Unit for rural communities. There, her life was
threatened as a result of her community work. She survived kidnapping by the FARC in
Colombia in 2000, so everyday is a blessing and an opportunity. With the Millennium Water
Alliance, she built the Ethiopia and Kenya Millennium Water Program from zero; she
acquired grants from various donors, including UNICEF, USAID, Conrad Hilton Foundation,
The Coca-Cola Africa Foundation; and, she established the appropriate in-country management and best practices
sharing structure. Mrs. Fasnacht has worked in WASH programs in five continents. Mrs. Fasnacht has been a guest
lecturer for University Of Pennsylvania School Of Engineering and School Of Nursing and Drexel University School Of
Public Health. She managed and supported WASH projects for Safe Water Network, AguaAyuda, International Rural
Water Association, Catholic Relief Services, Pan-American Health Organization and WaterAid as part of Kosovo-Addis
consulting group. Mrs. Fasnacht also mentors students with Engineers Without Borders Rowan University Chapter. She
holds a Civil and Environmental Engineer, Hydraulic and Hydrology Specialty degree from Universidad de Los Andes
(Colombia) and a Master in Public Health from Emory University (Atlanta)
Christine Knapp
Director, Office of Sustainability, City of Philadelphia
Christine Knapp was appointed as the Director of the Office of Sustainability for the City
of Philadelphia under Mayor Jim Kenney’s administration in January of 2016. Previously,
Knapp was the Deputy Chief of Staff and Director of Government Affairs for the
Philadelphia Water Department, where she served as the main liaison to City Council and
engaged numerous external stakeholders, particularly in green stormwater infrastructure
implementation.
Over the past dozen years, Christine has been at the heart of Philadelphia’s
sustainability efforts, including as Director of Outreach for PennFuture where she founded
the Next Great City initiative to enact a common sense, cost effective sustainability
policy agenda for Philadelphia. She also worked on local air pollution issues stemming from the South Philadelphia
Sunoco refinery and advocated for improvements to Philadelphia’s lagging recycling program while at Clean Water
Action.
Knapp has won the Florence Neilson award for her work on the board of the Recycling Alliance of Philadelphia
and the Special Recognition Award from PhilaPOSH for her work building alliances between the environmental and
labor movements. Knapp serves as the Past President of the Passyunk Square Civic Association, was a 2010 Center for
Progressive Leadership Political Fellow and has been recognized by Leadership Philadelphia as one of 101 “emerging
connectors”. She serves on the boards of PennFuture and the Citizen’s Planning Institute, and on the editorial board of
Flying Kite.
Knapp graduated cum laude from Villanova University in 2001 with bachelor degrees in Political Science and
Communications.
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Keynote Speakers
Tom Slaymaker
Senior Statistics and Monitoring Specialist, UNICEF
Tom Slaymaker is a Senior Statistics and Monitoring Specialist in the Data and Analytics Section at
UNICEF and has over 15 years experience working in Africa and Asia. UNICEF has played a leading
role in supporting countries to collect and analyse data relating to child survival, nutrition, health and
education during the MDG period. Tom currently manages the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation and coordinates UNICEF’s technical inputs to the Inter
Agency Expert Group responsible for developing indicators for monitoring the proposed Sustainable
Development Goal targets.
Ansuman Das
Executive Director, SABUJ SANGHA, an NGO, West Bengal, INDIA
Mr. Ansuman Das born in remote rural Bengal, is a grass root social development activist, and
creatively involved and committed his whole life in the development of sustainable economic,
social, water, sanitation, and health infrastructure projects for poor people of rural areas. Joined
Sabuj Sangha in 1992 as the Secretary of the organization, and since 2004, as Executive Director,
Mr Das have been responsible for overall program implementation, monitoring, fulfilling statutory
requirements and external relationship building for the organization. Under Ansuman’s
leadership the organization Sabuj Sangha grew in a very large scale and become one of the
largest NGOs in West Bengal. Mr Das is a very passionate and very sincere leader and worked
on thematic areas such as Education & Protection, Livelihood & Women Empowerment, and Environment & Disaster
response with a core focus on Water, Sanitation & Hygiene and Health & Nutrition. Mr Das always uses innovative ideas
to make program sustainable. Since 1994, he is involved in school and household, water, sanitation and hygiene
(WASH) program and introduced an innovative financial model leading to zero subsidy. Working with Water For People
and the World Bank, he introduced a new concept of partnership of all stakeholders of a school WASH project, such as
donors, local government officials, school management committee, teachers and guardians of students, to make the
project economically and socially sustainable. He also applied this principle in developing sustainable school WASH
projects for Global Water Alliance (GWA). Currently, he is collecting performance indicator data for a GWA school
WASH project. Ansuman is also a leader in developing rural Community Health and Programs and Self Help Groups
(SHGs) involving thousands of women. These programs address women empowerment, maternal, infant and child
health by developing a Centre for Excellence Community Health Centre to ensure safe institutional delivery and also
identify risks involved through profiling of pregnant women and recording all data in a data bank. Mr Das did his
undergraduate degree in Commerce and Accounting from the University of Calcutta and a graduate diploma in
Rural Development from Indira Gandhi National Open University. He is a member of State Animal welfare Board,
Government of West Bengal and a past member of Sundarban Development Board, Government of West Bengal
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Panel A: Evaluating WASH Efforts—Lessons Learned:
Moderator: Seung Lee
Senior Director, Save the Children School Health and Nutrition Team
Seung Lee is the Sr. Director of School Health and Nutrition( SHN) at Save the Children; the SHN
team supports WASH in schools programming in over 40 countries. Seung has been with Save the
Children since 2004 starting in Ethiopia and returning to her home in Washington DC in 2006. Prior
to Save the Children, she was advocating and supporting SHN programs in West Africa for the
World Bank. Previously she was a volunteer in Africa and Eastern Europe working as English
teacher in middle and high schools. She has a BA from Dartmouth College and an MA from Johns
Hopkins University. Most recently her pictures of latrines have been featured in Path's Toilet
Calendar for the 3 consecutive years.
Panelists:

Lonna Shafritz
Senior Technical Advisor, FHI 360
Lonna Shafritz, Senior Technical Advisor with FHI360, currently manages the WASHplus Mali
program. She has extensive worldwide experience providing technical guidance on behaviour
change, training and evaluation activities in WASH, nutrition and other topics, including
environment and wildlife.

Christina J. Bowles
Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel University, World Vision
Christina Bowles is second year Masters of Public Health student in the Department of
Community Health and Prevention at the Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel
University. She has experience in Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe in the areas of education
and WASH. Her public health interests include program evaluation, health communication
and creating culturally sensitive health promotion programs."

Leah Popek
Drexel University
Leah Popek is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in public health at Drexel University. As
a Dornsife Global Development Scholar, she spent her freshmen summer term conducting
WASH research in Southern Zambia, within the Southern African Region of World Vision
International. She assisted the Sinazongwe Area Development Program with various
projects. In addition to these responsibilities, she also co-led a research study evaluating
WASH practices for mechanized water systems within two communities.
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Panel B: Promoting Behavior Change
Moderator: Elizabeth Jordan
Advisor, Environmental Health, USAID
Dr. Elizabeth Jordan is a WASH Advisor in USAID’s Bureau for Global Health where her responsibilities
include supporting missions on WASH-related strategic planning and project design. She also works to
build capacity of USAID staff and manages USAID’s partnership with Rotary International. At USAID,
Elizabeth focuses on efforts to improve USAID’s monitoring and evaluation for WASH programs. Prior to
joining USAID, Elizabeth worked for Innovations for Poverty Action in western Kenya managing the field
implementation of a randomized control trial designed to study of the effects of water, sanitation,
hygiene and nutrition interventions on child growth. Elizabeth has a PhD in Civil Engineering from the
University of Colorado at Boulder, with an emphasis in civil systems and engineering in developing
communities. She also has B.S. and M.S. degrees in engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
Panelists:
Hanna Woodburn
Global Public-Private Partnership for Handwashing
Hanna Woodburn is the Secretariat Director for the Global Public-Private Partnership for
Handwashing (PPPHW), a coalition of international stakeholders who work explicitly to promote
handwashing with soap and recognize hygiene as a pillar of international development and child
health. Ms. Woodburn is a seasoned coalition builder with a background in public policy and a
passion for building partnerships that advance development. In her current position, she
spearheads the PPPHW’s work on global hygiene advocacy, coordinates knowledge leadership
activities, and leads the implementation of the PPPHW’s strategic plan. Ms. Woodburn holds a M.A.
in Communication, Culture, and Technology and an honor’s certificate in International Business
Diplomacy from Georgetown University and a B.A. in Communications from Colorado Christian
University.
Dr Heather Murphy
Temple University
Dr. Murph joined the college of Public Health at Temple University as an assistant professor in
July 2015. She has over twelve years of experience in water/ wastewater treatment, water
quality, drinking water distribution, risk assessment and environmental health in both North
America and abroad. Dr. Murphy obtained her PhD in Environmental Engineering from the
University of Guelph, Canada, where she focused on appropriate household water treatment
technologies in rural Cambodia. Following her PhD, she worked for the United Nations
International Emergency Children’s Fund (UNICEF) as a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Specialist
in Mali and Madagascar. While in Mali, she coordinated a $25 million dollar Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH) in Schools program, covering 1000 schools, the largest program of its kind
in the world. Dr. Murphy’s research interests involve understanding and addressing water and
health challenges in both developed and developing countries.
Mom TatahMentan
Drexel University Global Public Health Initiative, World Vision
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Panel C: Technical Solutions
Moderator: Vince Uhl
President, Uhl Associates, GWA Board Member
M.S. Hydrogeology, University of Arizona and M.S. Agricultural Engineering, Oklahoma State University.
Mr. Uhl has over 40 years experience in the exploration, development, management, protection and
remediation of groundwater and surface water for public, industrial and agricultural uses. He consults
to industry, municipalities, local governments, international governments, NGOs, USAID contractors,
consulting ﬁrms and legal clients on projects with water resource components. He has worked
extensively in the United States, Africa, the Middle East; and Asia on consulting assignments.
Internationally, Mr Uhl initiated and directed for 5 years a water supply development project for an
NGO in Central India which evolved into an organization with over 50 employees that installed over
3,000 wells.He was the Team Leader of a two-year groundwater exploration project performed for the Government of
Botswana in northwest Botswana by a multi-disciplinary team. Short-term expert assignments have involved: a countrywide evaluation of groundwater resources and conditions in Afghanistan, the costing of potable water systems in
Ecuador, evaluation of large donor projects (CIDA and USAID) in Afghanistan and East Africa, and others. Mr.Uhl has
taught graduate level courses in hydrogeology at the University of Maryland, the University of Akola in India and at the
New Jersey Institute of Technology in Newark, New Jersey. He has mentored students at the University of Pennsylvania
in connection with an Engineers without Borders project in Cameroon and Guatemala.
Panelists:
David Favazza
Tetra Tech
David Favazza is an Associate in Tetra Tech’s Water Resources and Infrastructure Sector and serves as
Project Manager for the USAID-funded Liberia Municipal Water Project (LWMP). Mr. Favazza is a
registered Professional Engineer (PE) and holds a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Engineering from
Northwestern University and master’s degrees in Water Resources Engineering and Public Affairs from
the University of Texas at Austin.
Sayed Waliullah Aqili
Water Resources manager, Kabul, Afghanistan
Sayed Waliullah Aqili is graduated from Kabul University, Geosciences faculty. Also gotten master
degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering department at the field of Groundwater Management
from Kumamoto University of Japan. During the master course, established different modified tank
model to conduct a simulation of groundwater level fluctuation of Kumamoto groundwater and
Kabul basin. Now is working with Dehsabz-Barikab City Development Authorities (DCDA) since 2010 as
water resources manager. The main duties of DCDA are to construct a new city beside the existing
Kabul city for distribution of population and decrease the current infrastructure problems. The Water
Resources Manager task is to coordinate studies, plans, designs and monitoring of water resources of
Kabul Metropolitan Area with national and international organizations. I worked with Ministry of mines for two years in
hydrogeological and geoengineering department as a hydro geologist. I got excellent achievements during my work
period i.e. conducted water availability study in Kabul basin with JICA water study team, conducted Kabul
Metropolitan area water resource feasibility studies by JICA water study team. During my master course, I published a
paper “Simulation of groundwater level fluctuation of Kabul basin, Afghanistan by using snow combined tank model”
excluded of the master thesis.Currently I involved drafting a paper about “Current State of Groundwater Level
Fluctuation Using Snow Combined Tank Model in Kabul Basin. In addition, worked on “Overview of Potential Water
Resources Development for Kabul Metropolitan Area”.

12

Panel C: Cntd.
Rupert Whiting
President, ClearGold Water Restoration Company Limited
Rupert Whiting is the CEO of Six Degrees Water, a Canadian company focussed on alleviating the
water and sanitation crises in developing countries. A former management consultant with
experience in many sectors of industry, he is bringing his operational and manufacturing
backgrounds to bear in creating a company that sources proven water and wastewater treatment
technologies to create affordable community-owned solutions. Rupert emigrated from England ten
years ago and lives now now with his wife and daughter in the temperate rainforests of beautiful
British Columbia, a place he acknowledges is an unlikely location from which to run a business
focussed on water scarcity issues.
Matthew Lisle
Everwaters, LLC
I was born and raised in Bryn Mawr, PA, and if there's one word to describe me, it's active: in both
lifestyle and in the challenges I try to tackle. Majoring in mechanical engineering and applied
mechanics at Penn (Class of 2015), I had the opportunity to intern in fields from robotics to aviation
and to work on projects from medical implants that treat autism to 3D-printed robotic arms. At the
end of my college career, I set out to design a radical new solution for cleaning water and cofounded Everwaters, spun out of the President's Engagement Prize. A story from our journey in Kenya
best explains why I got into this work. In Oloitokitok in southern Kenya, I followed the guest house
manager along her daily routine to get water. We walked in the beating sun for miles across the
dusty landscape of the dry season. At the end of the walk outside her home, my bottle of water
was empty and my throat was dry. Then she pointed back to where she would fetch water. I
gulped. She would carry 50-pound jerrycans slung around her forehead 7 times per day for miles
every trip. I had one thought in my head: if I apply a fraction of her determination to engineering Mowa, our filter, I will
make a difference.
Adrian Lievano
Everwaters, LLC
As recipients of the inaugural University of Pennsylvania's President's Engagement Prize in 2015,
Matthew Lisle and Adrian Lievano are the Co-Founders of a for-profit social venture, Everwaters,
that is pioneering plant-based water treatment technology to combat the world water crisis in the
developing world. After spending two months together in Kenya meeting locals in both urban
and rural communities, Matt and Adrian believe their water filter, Mowa, will be the most socially,
environmentally, and economically sustainable solution ever presented to solve this problem.
Using mechanical engineering principles, customer-oriented thinking, and social entrepreneurship
business tools, team Everwaters is on track to deliver affordable, clean drinking water to 30,000
families in two years. Their five year goal is to provide one million families with year-round access
to affordable, clean drinking water.
Adrian: "Water is life. No question about it; but, the sad reality is that for many, water is
inaccessible, leading to millions of children dying from avoidable illnesses. I think clean water is inherently tied to
fighting poverty, and if we're going to end poverty, we must solve the world water crisis. Because we've solved this
problem in the past, I want to dissect the cause of its perpetuity and end it."
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Lunch and Networking
Introduction Speaker: Dr Arun Deb
VP, Weston Solutions Inc (retired)
GWA Board Member
Former Board Member Water For People (WFP)
Dr. Arun Deb has more than 50 years’ experience in teaching, research and consultancy in
water and wastewater management. During the last 22 years, while working for Weston
Solutions, Inc., Dr. Deb started his volunteering activities with a goal to help poor people of
developing countries in providing them safe drinking water and good sanitation. Many of
those projects tie into volunteer activities for Water For People. In early 1990s, Deb initiated
WFP projects to bring safe drinking water to about 10 schools with nearly 1,000 students each.
Deb, who has served two terms on the Water For People board, is the man behind the
project in India to remove arsenic from drinking water. Deb spends several months each year
in Kolkata, India. Deb helped raise $10,000 with the help of PA Section of WFP for a research
grant to support the Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology (IIEST) in
designing an arsenic-removal process that would not require electricity. Now that the project
is continuing for the last 16 years, Deb’s reward consists of the responses from villagers during his visits to India that they
are so proud of their arsenic-removal unit. Arun Deb demonstrated his passion for delivering safe drinking water and
improving the quality of life. At present, as a Board Member of GWA, Dr. Deb is involved in many WASH projects for
schools in West Bengal and involved in improving education and health of students. In addition, Dr. and Mrs. Deb
adopted four villages to support education and health of villagers and their children.\

Panel D: Listening to Future Leaders
Moderator: Christiaan Morssink, Ph.D., M.P.H.
University of Pennsylvania
Dr. Morssink was born in The Netherlands and studied cultural anthropology and non- Western
sociology at the University of Amsterdam. He received a Master of Public Health degree from
Johns Hopkins in 1988, and in 2001 a Ph.D. in Health Policy and Administration from the
University of Illinois at Chicago. In Philadelphia, Christiaan became involved with the creation
and implementation of the MPH program at Penn where he was an adjunct faculty member
in the school of medicine, Center of Public Health Initiatives. In that role he has become
active with several organizations in the city. He is a founding member of the Global Water
Alliance. He was also treasurer of the local Adopt-a-Minefield campaign, a program of the
United Nations Association of Greater Philadelphia. This last role brought him to the board of
the UNA-GP in 2006. He now serves the UNA-GP as executive director. In 2010, the Global
Philadelphia Association was formed officially, with Christiaan one of the founding members.
Christiaan is interested in the elimination of social inequities and the related consequences for health, nationally and
globally. From a development and sustainability perspective, Christiaan is focusing on the need to rethink and
restructure the global food production systems by promoting urban, well organized local food systems, with low carbon
footprint, and high reliance on organic, holistic production methods. Contact Christiaan at morssink@una-gp.org.
Panelists: University students
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Panel E: Sustainable water, sanitation, and hygiene for all!
Moderator: Sasha Koo-Oshima
Director of US-China Clean Water Action Plan
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Sasha Koo-Oshima has a rich background of 26 years of national and international
experience, most of which has focused on agriculture and urban water
management, wastewater reuse, and integrated water resources management.
Sasha leads the agency’s international water engagement and is currently on the
Steering Committee of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) project: Caribbean
Wastewater Revolving Fund for developing regional financial mechanisms in the
provision of water infrastructures with IDB and the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP). Previously, she was the Lead Program Officer at the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) for nearly a decade and the Scientific Program Manager at the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Sasha has
implemented and supervised a substantial set of FAO country projects under “Food
for the Cities” initiative for smallholder urban and peri-urban farmers, urban water
infrastructure and agriculture development as well as policy support on food
security. Sasha Koo-Oshima has published extensively on water and development, such as the UN World Water
Development Reports, served on the expert committee of WHO-FAO Wastewater Guidelines for Agriculture, coauthored a recent UN FAO book entitled, “Wealth of Waste: The Economics of Wastewater Reuse,” and presented on
topics related to water transfers between agriculture and cities and the hydro-social contract in urban water
management. In addition, she serves on various international technical advisory panels and steering committees:
UNEP’s Global Partners on Nutrient and Wastewater Management, GEF technical panels, and OECD committees on
Water Governance Initiative and Biodiversity, Water and Ecosystems.
Panelists [see above biographical information]:
Tom Slaymaker, UNICEF
Mr. Ansuman Das, Executive Director
Sabuj Sangha, NGO in West Bengal, India
Seung Lee, Save the Children School Health and Nutrition Team
Vince Uhl, President Uhl Associates
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Facilitators & Organizers
Lisa Hilmi – Facilitator
Global Health Consultant
Fellow Center for Global Women's Health, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing
Lisa Hilmi has an extensive career in global health and disaster relief, employing both human rights
and community based participatory approaches to addressing disparities in health. Research and
global projects have focused on WASH and health infrastructure, injury surveillance/injury
prevention, recovery and rehabilitation post-disaster and post-conflict in Asia and Africa, and
public health concerns amongst internally displace persons and refugees. She has worked with the
World Health Organization (WHO), international NGOs, and foundations. Lisa also works clinically as
a Pediatric Emergency Department nurse in Baltimore. She serves as a Health and Safety Advisor for Engineers Without
Borders- USA at the national level.
Rachel Libros
GWA Conference Coordinator
Rachel Libros, GWA Conference Coordinator Rachel is a Masters student in the Nonprofit Leadership
program at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy and Practice. Prior to attending Penn,
Rachel spent a year living and working in rural Tanzania where she experienced first hand the effects
that issues of water, sanitation and hygiene can have on rural populations. Rachel received her
Bachelors degree in Peace Studies from Goucher College.
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Transform Lives Through Knowledge Creation & Sharing. We follow university
founder Russell Conwell’s mission to provide an affordable gateway to
advanced knowledge for a diverse group of talented and determined students
and other stakeholders
The Wharton-led, Penn initiative for Global Environmental Leadership (IGEL)
promoted knowledge for business sustainability through world-class research,
transformative teaching and constructive dialogue between top alumni,
academic, corporate, government and non-governmental organizations.
The mission of the Department of Earth and Environmental Science is to bring the
time perspective of the Earth scientist to bear on contemporary problems on
natural resource and conservation and environmental quality.

Drexel is a world-class comprehensive research institution. Drexel’s
students are changing the world of tomorrow right now, and many
undergraduates begin their research efforts on their first day of class.
Learn how you can, too.
The Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center (FWWIC) has been a great
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seriously our responsibility to protect and provide this essential resource.
The firm, founded in 1966, has grown to more than 1,200 professionals in
offices strategically located to best serve our growing list of clients
around the world. We put our passion, knowledge, and skill into doing
what it takes, every day, every time, for every project. We have
received numerous awards for our work as well as our corporate culture,
including national rankings by the Zweig Group and Engineering NewsRecord.
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